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Spencer It was the misfortune of many of the former prophets that they were raised up at a period of the world,
when apostacy and corruption rendered their efforts indispensable, although such efforts proved unacceptable
to those who were in fault. Ancient prophets, you know, did not merely reiterate what their predecessors had
taught, but spoke hidden wisdom, even things that had been kept secret for many generations; because the
spirit by which they were moved had knowledge of all truth, and could disclose and reveal as it seemed wisdom
in God. The sprits that were disobedient while once the long-suffering of God waited in the days of Noah,
doubtless despised the prophet that taught a universal deluge. But Noah had a special revelation of a deluge,
although the religious people of his day counted him an enthusiast. The revelation given to Moses to gather an
opprest people to a particular place, was equally one side of and out of the usual course of former revelations.
John came to the literal followers of Abraham and Moses; but he escaped not persecution and death, because
he breathed an uncharitable and exclusive spirit towards the existing sects of the day. Still he was a revelator
and seer approved of God. And is it a thing incredible with you, brother, that before the great sabbatic era,
world s rest, or millennium, God should raise up a prophet to prepare the people for that event, and the second
coming of Jesus Christ? Would it be disagreable to those who love the unity of Saints, or improbable or
unscriptural to expect such...
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