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Subject: Restoration ecology -- Florida. Excerpt: . . . managers - as well as its own members - with updated
scientific information, the Task Force endorsed the use of a process called adaptive management, which
involves the ( 1 ) development of performance indicators of the key factors causing the ecosystem to be
degraded and the key ecosystem characteristics to be restored; ( 2 ) a long-term monitoring plan to track the
status and trends in measures and indicators, research to help understand factors that a>ect measures and
indicators, and assessment of monitoring and research data to determine whether restoration actions are
successful; and ( 3 ) feedback so that managers will know what management changes may be needed. The SCT
is the primary group responsible for coordinating agency science activities - to address information gaps and
the adaptive management process. As the restoration initiative has progressed, the Task Force and
participating agencies have created other groups with science coordination responsibilities, although these
groups are more narrowly focused than the 7 SCT ( see fig. 2 ). 7 The Task Force and Working Group have also
incorporated three regional science groups that have been created to coordinate research on particular
regions of the ecosystem. These groups are modeled aIer the Florida Bay Program Management Committee,
which coordinates scientific research for the unique area that includes Florida Bay, a triangular estuary
bounded by the mangroves in Everglades National Park, the Florida Keys, and the Gulf of Mexico that receives
water that drains from the Everglades. Page 11 GAO-03-345 South Florida Science This item ships from La
Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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