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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Commentary of Pelagius on the Epistles of Paul:
The Problem of Its Restoration Now one of the sons of the British Church was to write what appears to be the
oldest surviving book by a native of this country, and was to give utterance in it to some words by which the
Christian thought of all succeeding ages has been aEected. It has been debated whether Pelagius was a citizen
of the Roman Empire, belonging to the province of Britain, or an Irishman. The ancient evidence is conflicting.
Sometimes he is spoken of as Britto, sometimes as Scottus. The former epithet seems more likely to be correct,
if we take all the circumstances into account. It is more oFen given to him than the title Scottus, which may
have been applied to him by the contempt and hatred of his enemies, as the Irish were amongst the destroyers
of Roman civilization in Britain. The character of his works shows also that he had received an excellent
education, and this it would have been easier for a Briton to obtain than for an Irishman. But Professor Bury s
solution of the diEiculty may be the right one. He supposes that Pelagius was descended from Irish settlers in
Somerset, or Devonshire, or Cornwall, or the southwest coast of Wales. There is evidence for the existence of
such settlers there, and if Pelagius did indeed belong to that stock, we have an excellent explanation of the
double tradition. It was the practice of the Romans to apply the ethnic name to the inhabitants of their
provinces, irrespective of race; the term Brittones would thus cover Irish people...
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