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explore new coping and survivalskills. Always an outstandingstudent, Lizas first encounter withhigher education
began in triumphwith a college scholarship createdespecially for her, and ended in shame and humiliation
when shewas expelled for what privateschool administrators consideredserious rule breaking. Running from
failure and disgraceto New York, her new life includedmarriage and motherhood, years ofevening classes at
City College of NewYork, and two satisfying careers first as a research secretary-typist at New York University,
and later as a bilingual teacher in New York City public schools. Lizas lifelong letter writing paid off when, at
age 80, urged by a friend, she entered two stories in a writing competition sponsored by The Way of St. Francis
magazine. One took first prize and was published in the magazine; the second appeared in a later issue. Her
first book, The Colorful World of a Barrio Kindergarten, was published in 2003, and her second, Its About My
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