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States in Comparison With Other Nations When we contemplate the situation and extent of our country, the
character of its population and the nature of its institutions, we cannot but felicitate ourselves upon its present
advantages, and form the most favorable augury of its future destinies. Situated in the temperate zone,
between the 25th and 49th degrees of North latitude, and with a longitudinal extent of fiDy-seven degrees, it is
blessed with a soil and climate of which the superior, and, I might add, the equal, is not extant upon the globe. -
Washed at its eastern and western extremities, by the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, fronting Europe on the one
shore and Asia on the other, its broad armed ports invitingly expand themselves to the commerce of the world.
Inhabited by a people sprung, for the most part, from the noblest race of human beings that has yet existed
upon earth; a people speaking a common language, oGering up their devotions at the shrine of a common
religion, united together by the ties of a common government that was reared by the wisdom and cemented by
the blood of a common ancestry, what is there to prevent it from attaining a degree of happiness and
prosperity unparalleled in the annals of time? Thinly, even where most densely inhabited, in comparison with
the countries of the older hemisphere, it has a vast domain of fertile and unappropriated land, stretching far
away into the almost interminable west, over which, for centuries to come, population and free representative
institutions, with all their attendant train and progeny of benefits and...
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