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Edward A. Conrad, compiles the history of the Joplin & Pittsburgh Railway, along with the Southwest Missouri
Railroad and the Northeast Oklahoma Railroad. In the 1890s and the early 20th century, this web of trolley lines
connected the communities and mining camps of southeast Kansas, southwest Missouri and northeast
Oklahoma. I've always been interested in this field, Conrad said. | grew up in Milwaukee, and have childhood
memories of riding the street cars in the 1940s. I've had a lifelong ambition about some of these lines that
hadn't been covered. | heard about these rail lines, and found that they hadn't been written about in the last 40
years. Conrad did extensive research on all three lines. He said that he obtained a great deal of information
from Randy Roberts, curator of Special Collections at Axe Library, Pittsburgh State University, and also from
area newspapers. He also came to the area and drove over some of the old railroad right of ways. He
discovered fascinating things about all three lines, including the J&P, which provided electric rail passenger and
freight service in southeast Kansas from 1890 to 1954. Conrad said that the Pittsburgh Electric Railway
Company received a charter on Feb. 8, 1890, to build two miles of track running north and south on Broadway.
The first cars began running on Oct. 20 of that year. The cars were stored in a newly built car barn and light
repair shop on the southwest corner of 20th and Broadway. The second electric railway in Pittsburgh was the
Forest Park Line, organized on Jan. 25, 1891, with track going along Fourth Street east...
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