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Many books have been written about Jefferson's life, but few have created such a vivid portrait Meacham
immerses the reader in that period of history to explain Jefferson's behavior during an era when the nation was
as contradictory as he was extraordinary essential."- The Associated Press "[A]Jccomplishes something more
impressive than dissecting Jefferson's political skills by explaining his greatness, a different task from
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detail out there, in any pertinent archive, that he has missed."-Joyce Appleby, Washington Post "[Meacham]
argues persuasively that for Jefferson the ideal of liberty was not incompatible with a strong federal
government, and also that Jefferson's service in the Congress in 1776 left him thoroughly versed in the ways
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he balanced his ideals with pragmatism while also bending others to his will. And just as he scolded Jackson,
another slaveholder and champion of individual liberty, for being a hypocrite, so Meacham gives a tough-
minded account of Jefferson's slippery recalibrations on race Where other historians have found hypocrisy in
Jefferson's use of executive power to complete the Louisiana Purchase, Meacham is nuanced and persuasive."-
Jill Abramson, The New York Times Book Review "[Meacham] does an excellent job getting inside Jefferson''s
head and his world Meacham presents Jefferson''s life in a textured narrative that weaves together Jefferson''s
well-traveled career."- USA Today "A...
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