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poetical productions generally are, we naturally look for something more than more imaginary painting when
the subject turns on national manners or events. It may therefore be necessary, thus early, to intimate to the
critical reader, that if he expects to find the following Poem founded on some historical fact, or traditionary
testimony, he will be dis appointed. - Nor let him attribute this defect to the negligence or stupidity of the
author, but to those who have most unaccountably deprived him of these valuable sources of information. Had
our early annalists and succeeding historians, instead of devoting their whole attention to intestine feuds,
warfare, and hostilities, bestowed the tenth part of their labours on the manners, customs, and rural
occupations of our ancestors, an author would have had little to plead in excuse for having reared a poetical
fabric without some solid foundation, or for having painted national scenes and events, founded chiefly on
conjecture and analogical deduction. Effectually excluded from all information on these interesting subjects by
the causes just specified, and unfurnished with any materials for ascertaining the real condition of the Scottish
peasantry during particular periods in our history, the author has availed himself of the only resources left him,
namely, the untutored strains of national melody and song, or what may not improperly be called the evidence
of national Poetry and Music. The scope, tendency, and object, therefore, of the following production, are to
describe the united influence of these sister arts in harmonizing the passions, regulating the affections, and
suppressing the turbulence of an uncivilized and barbarous people. About the...
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