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illustrated. 1856 edition. Excerpt: . . . King and Of Death, are not genuine; the Fragment of an Essay on Fame
alone is Bacons. In this same year (1597) he again took his seat in Parliament. He soon made ample amends for
his opposition speech in the previous session; but this time he gained the favor, of the Court without forfeiting
his popularity in the House of Commons. He now thought of strengthening his interest, or increasing his
fortune, by a matrimonial connection ; and he sought the hand of a rich widow, Lady Hatton, his second
cousin; but here he was again doomed to disappointment; a preference was given to his old rival, the Attorney-
General, Sir Edward Coke, notwithstanding the seven objections to him -- his six children and himself. But
although Bacon was perhaps unaware of it, the rejection of his suit was one of the happiest events of his life; for
the eccentric manners and violent temper of the lady rendered her a torment to all around her, and probably
most of all to her husband. In reality, as has been wittily observed, the lady was doubly kind to him; she rejected
him, and she accepted his enemy. Another mortification awaited him at this period. A relentless creditor, a
usurer, had him arrested for a debt of three hundred pounds, and he was conveyed to a spunging-house, where
he was confined for a few days, until arrangements could be made to satisfy the claim or the claimant. We...
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