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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1916. Excerpt: . . . I. THE COURT. FOREWORD. THE United States Court for China is a part of the
Federal judicial system corresponding in grade mainly to the District Courts but taking cognizance of certain
causes (such as probate, divorce and adoption) which, in America, are entertained only by the state courts; and
exercising also appellate jurisdiction of causes originating in the fourteen American Consular Courts thruout
China. This United States Court is considered as located in the ninth judicial circuit and appeals lie from it to the
Court of Appeals sitting at San Francisco. The test of jurisdiction over the person in this extraterritorial court is
the nationality of the defendant. Anyone may be a plaintiG but there must be a defendant subject to American
authority in order to confer jurisdiction. The process of the court runs thruout China and anyone therein so
subject may be prosecuted or sued in said court. Sessions of the court are held almost continuously at
Shanghai and one regular term is held each year at Tientsin in the north, Hankow in Central China and Canton
in the south. Special sessions are authorized at any place in China having an American consulate. While
nominally established by the act of June 30, 1906 the court was not actually opened for business until early in
1907. Since then it has disposed of nearly six hundred causes, some of them being of unusual importance either
in the legal questions arising or in the amounts involved....
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